Cougar Attacks & Other Incidents -2000 to date
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2000-1-day? Thwart/Possible Thwart.  MT-location?  Jake Dodge, age 12.  Jake was playing outside his home when his father noticed a cougar stalking him.  Dan Dodge ran for his .270 and shot the cat from inside the house, before it could pounce on Jake.  The cougar was a 115-lb female.  New York Times, Jan. 27, 2000.  http://www.nytimes.com/2000/01/27/garden/man-vs-beast-whose-neighborhood-is-it-anyway.html
2000-1-24:  Serious Injury.  BC Mainland--Bella Coola Valley.  Clarence Hall, age 75.  Cougar knocks him down from the rear, grabs him on the neck with its 4 canine teeth, shakes him, and grabs him again.  Hall seizes the lower jaw of the cougar on both sides with one hand, below the canines, and then wraps his arm around the cougar’s neck, chocking it.  A man with a .22 caliber rifle comes to the rescue and shots the cougar, severing its spine.  The cougar had porcupine quills in its throat and was starving.  

Source: http://www.salon.com/2002/02/12/cougar/  How to survive a cougar attack.  Salon 2-12-2001.
2000-4-04:  Serious Injury.  AZ--Barlett Lake, Tonto National Forest.  Victoria Martinez, 4, was with her family.   They were setting up camp at dusk.  As her parents put bedding in the tent, Victoria and her brother were just outside the flap swatting bugs when a cougar attacked her from behind.  It dragged her about 15 yards until she got tangled in a thorn bush.  Her father threw rocks at the cougar, yelled and chased the cat until it released Victoria.  It had crushed the back of her skull, nicking her carotid artery, and put several deep puncture wounds in her torso.  On July 21, 2000, she reportedly was "doing very well considering all that she has been through."  Shortly after the cougar was chased away, a cougar ran through another campground and tried to catch a dog.  He was chased again but returned to the spot where he'd dropped the dog.  This time it was killed.  It was a 4-year-old male.   It appeared healthy but had been shot in the hindquarters with a shotgun sometime in the past.  The wound was old and had healed.  Source: http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks2.htm
2001-1-02:  Fatality.  AB--Banff National Park near Lake Minnewanka.  Frances Frost, 30, was cross-country skiing by herself.  A cougar stalked her, hid behind a tree, and pounced on her from the rear.  It bit her on the neck, severing the spinal cord, probably killing her instantly.  The cougar was a “reasonably healthy” male weighing about 130 lbs, well-muscled, but "suboptimal" for its age. It had a broken canine tooth and one missing molar.

Source: Cougar puts cloud of fear over Banff.  Globe and Daily Mail, January 4, 2001
2001-2-08.  Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island, Port Alice.  Jon Nostal, age 52, was bicycling up road in the dark.  A cougar grabbed him from behind and bit into the bunched-up hood of his captain’s jacket.  Elliott Cole, driving his truck up the road, came upon Nostal, covered with blood.  The cougar was chewing on his neck with its paws wrapped around his neck.  Cole jumped out of the truck, yelled, hit the cougar on the head with a heavy bag, and pushed Nostal’s bike on top of it.  The cougar let go of Nostal’s neck, enabling him to wiggle out of his coat.  The cougar hid under Cole’s truck, refusing to leave until Cole pulled out to take Nostal to the hospital.  He fully recovered.  Wildlife officials believed that the cougar had been injured by a car several days earlier, and may have earlier confronted another person and killed several pets.  A cougar was shot at Port Alice may have been the one that attacked Nostal.
Sources:  Cat had tugboat captain pinned when savior arrived, Feb. 10, 2001.    

http://www.nationalpost.com/  Also see: Camper fends off cougar with axe in British Columbia: Animal later shot.  National Post, February 26, 2001.
2001-2-21:  Thwart.  BC--Vancouver Island near Port Hardy.  Gene and Penny Sloan were playing cribbage in a makeshift tent of plastic sheeting when a cougar crashed into it, leaving a dent in the plastic.  Gene kicked it in the face, but the cougar kept trying to get in.  He went after it with an axe, chopping it several times.  Sloan then contacted a wildlife officer, who hunted down the emaciated cougar.

Source: Camper fends off cougar with axe in British Columbia: Animal later shot.  National Post, February 26, 2001.

2001-June:  Thwarted attack on dog.  MT—Garnet Mountains E of Missoula.  Rich DeSimone and Brian Shinn, mountain lion researchers with Montana Wildlife & Parks, successfully used bear spray to deter a mother cougar that approached within five feet of them.  One of the kittens had previously been radio-collared.  Using the signal from the collar, they approached the mother and her two kittens to collar the other kitten.  She came toward them and their experienced lion hound, held on a short leash, and attempted to slap or swipe at the dog.  At a distance of about 5 feet, Brian sprayed her with bear spray.  She moved back about 10-15 feet, and then started to approach again.  After a second burst of spray, she turned and lay down about 60 feet away.  She had foam and/or saliva near her mouth, but presumably lived and reared her kittens.

Source: http://www.bullsandbeavers.com/2008/04/29/first-hand-account-how-bear-spray-prevented-an-attack-by-a-female-mountain-lion-with-kittens/
2001-8-04:  Unconfirmed  Ontario--Cornwall.  “David Wood, 19, bitten on the forearm when he investigated why his dog was barking near the family’s goat pen.  Based on the tooth marks shown in photographs, Lee Fitzhugh believed the animal was a cougar, but a representative of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources decided that a cougar was not involved.
Source: List of Confirmed Cougar Attacks in the United States and Canada 2001-2010--http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm   Rick Rosatte of the Ontario MNF says “I don't view it as a confirmation of a cougar attack- it may well have been one, but there is not sufficient evidence to be conclusive.” Email to Helen McGinnis, Dec. 11, 2013.  
2001—Possibly November:  Incident.  AZ--Mount Elden east of Flagstaff.  Joseph Blintz, 22, scrambled to the summit and encountered a mountain lion on top.  “The encounter touched off a slow chase down the mountain for Blintz by not one, but two mountain lions.  He made it back home in safety, and reported his experience to wildlife officials the next business day.”

Source: Man stalked by mountain lions on Flagstaff mountain.  Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee Review, December 2, 2001.
2002-1-07:  Injury while rescuing dog.  CO--Colorado Springs.  Mike Hurd, 46, received cuts requiring stitches when he jumped on the back of a cougar that was attacking his Scottish Terrier.  After a brief scuffle, the cougar ran away.  The Colorado Division of Wildlife was unable to locate it.

Source: Colorado Springs Man Suffers Minor Injuries in Confrontation with Mountain Lion, Jan. 8, 2002.
2002-6-23:  Serious Injury.  BC--Compton Island south of Alert Bay in Queen Charlotte Strait between Vancouver Island and the mainland.  Rita Hilsabeck, 8, was on a kayak trip with her parents and seven other people.  As the adults set up camp about 4:45 pm, Rita and 11-year-old Charles Eisner went to the beach to collect seashells.  A cougar leapt from the bushes and began to drag Rita toward the woods with its jaws locked on her head and neck.  Hearing Rita's cries for help, her father charged the cat, yelling.  The rest of the party followed him.  The cougar dropped Rita, ran into the woods, and climbed a tree.  A doctor who was part of the group administered first aid until they could get her to the hospital at Port McNeill.  Rita had deep gashes around her neck and also needed stitches on her arm and lower back, but was expected to make a full recovery.  Paul Even, owner of a nearby fishing resort, went to the campsite and shot the cougar, which was still in the tree.  It was a male weighing about 60 lbs in apparent good health.  Its stomach was empty, indicating it was hungry.

Source:  http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm
2002-8-01:  Serious Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island near Port Alice.  David Parker, 61, was on his daily walk along a road.  He took refuge from a sudden downpour under a rock ledge.  A cougar pounced down beside him.  Parker went for his pocket knife, and the cougar lunged, biting his scalp, pulling it down over his eyes.  He was hurled into the ditch, the impact breaking his jaw and cheekbone.  He managed to open the knife and stabbed the cougar a few times, eventually slitting its throat, leaving it to bleed to death on the road.  Parker was alone and had to walk a kilometer to an industrial log sorting depot, from where he was taken to a hospital. He underwent reconstructive facial surgery the next day at Victoria’s Royal Jubilee Hospital. The 99 lb male cougar was 3-4 years old and in apparent good health.
Source: http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm
2002-9-11:  Injury.  WA--Near Summit Lake near Olympia.  Gwyn Stacey, 31, was jogging with her dog at dusk.  She encountered a cougar on top of a rock outcropping at the top of the peak on her routine run.  She yelled and waved her arms, and it disappeared.  After backing away for a short distance, she began running back out.  The cougar stalked her along the way, eventually running ahead and waiting for her.  She saw it in some bushes just before it attacked, giving her the chance to dodge it.  It scratched her arm with a single claw, leaped over her, and ran away.  It showed no interest in her medium-sized dog.  Officials were unable to locate it.  Stacey estimated it weighed 80 or 90 lbs.  (The cougar could have been playing with Stacey without predatory intent.)
Source: http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm
2002-9-18:  Unconfirmed.  OK--Newkirk.  Karina Jackson, 36, says she was knocked down by a cougar when she rescued a puppy at the edge of a field with tall weeds.  The cougar left four gashes on her arm requiring stitches before it ran away.  (Cougars are very rare in Oklahoma.)

Source: Wildlife officials investigating report of rare mountain lion attack.  Winfield Courier, Sept. 25, 2002.  http://www.winfieldcourier.com/w020928/Wed1.html
2002-11-11:  Injury.  CA--Stanislaus County, Diablo Range, Garzas Creek.  An emaciated female cougar weighing 80 lbs., with worn teeth, pounced on Russell Souza, age 35, leaving a claw wound on his left elbow and scratches on his chest and right shoulder.  Souza bashed the cat with his gun.  It did not leave, so Souza killed it.  

Source: Modesto Bee, Nov. 22, 2002-http://forums.gunbroker.com/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=38789
2003-5-03:  Fatality, Not Confirmed as Cougar Attack.  AR--near Leslie, Van Buren County.  Leigh Ann Cox, 41, was found dead.  Her scalp had been ripped off, carried a distance and covered with leaves and debris.  George Morton, an EMT who was on the scene shortly after it occurred, believes that her neck had been broken and that she had died instantly.  The Arkansas Game & Fish Commission maintained she had been killed by dogs.  Based on the description of the condition of the body, Lee Fitzhugh, author of a comprehensive review of cougar attacks, believed it was the work of a cougar but had not visited the site.  Cougars are very rare in Arkansas.
Source:   Linda Lewis provides a comprehensive overview of the incident here http://cougarinfo.com/attacks3.htm#Cox
2003-5-13:  Injury.  TX—Big Bend National Park, Chisos Basin Loop Trail.  Chris Kerzman, 30, was hiking on the trail.  He was excited to see the rear end of a cougar go across the path.  He stopped and waited a while and then started walking again.  The cougar followed him, crouching in some bushes.  Then it charged.  Kerzman yelled and raised his arms to make himself look bigger.  The cougar stopped about 25 feet away and then moved back up the hill.  Kerzman picked up a rock weighing 3-4 lbs and a large stick and decided to go back to the ranger station, a mile away.  The cougar charged him again and again, coming closer each time.  Finally, it struck Kerzman on the right calf and knocked him down.  He hit it on the head several times with the rock.  She retreated, licking his blood on her lips, and then disappeared.  With blood pooling in this sneakers, Kerzman walked back to the lodge.  He was treated by a park medic for his leg and hand wounds, given a tetanus shot, and released.  The cougar proved to be an old female missing two of her canine teeth, making it difficult to hunt her normal prey.

2003-late October.  Incident.  CO--Nederland.  Julie Davis was running on a gravel road, when she came upon blood and drag marks leading to a cougar feeding on an elk carcass that had been killed by a hunter.  The cougar just looked at her, showing no concern.  Several other deer and elk carcasses had been dumped along the road.  The cougar had not threatened anyone, but had entered people’s backyards.

Source:  Pushy puma has neighbors worried, wary in Nederland.  Denver Post, January 30, 2004.

2003-10-27: Incident.  WA--Lewis Peak area of Blue Mountains.  Kirk Zehner was field dressing an elk when he was knocked down from the rear by what was probably a cougar.  He stabbed it with his knife, and it ran away.  Based on tear marks in his clothing and blood in the knife, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife believes it was a cougar.

Source:  http://wdfw.wa.gov/news/nov0303a/ ; http://www.kingsoutdoorworld.com/feature/cougar-attack03.shtml
2004-1-08:  Fatality.  CA--Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park in Orange County.  Mark Reynolds, 35, apparently was crouched, fixing a broken chain on his mountain bike, when a mountain lion pounced on him and killed him.  He had been cycling alone.  His half-eaten body was found near the trail.  The killer was a 2-year old male weighing 110 lbs.  
2004-1-08:  Serious Injury.  CA--Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park in Orange County.  Anne Hjelle, 30, was bicycling along a wilderness trail with other cyclists when a mountain lion sprang from the brush, pounced on her back and dragged her off by the head as fellow bikers threw rocks at the animal and tried to pull her away.  The same lion that had killed Mark Reynolds earlier in the day seized Hjelle by the throat and choked her until she passed out.  She was left with deep scars on her face and neck.  Doctors told her that some of the lion's bites came within millimeters of her spinal cord and carotid arteries.

2004-1-12:  Possible Thwart.  WA--west of Sequim.  Sarah Butler and Stephanie Baker, both 16, said they were followed by a cougar.  They evaded it by jumping into the Dungeness River near Sarah’s house.  Many people in the area were upset.

2004-3-02:  Thwart.  CA--Santa Rosa Ecological Reserve west of Murrieta.  A man and his adult daughter were hiking in the reserve.  They came upon a young cougar weighing approximate 60 lbs, crouched on the trail a few feet in front of them.  The man used pepper spray to persuade the cat to back off.  The couple slowly backed away from it before making an orderly retreat and reporting the incident to a warden.  

2004-3-07:  Possible Thwart.  CO--Fourmile Canyon, Boulder.  Robert and Patti Beebe’s dog had vanished from their fenced front yard on March 5th.  Two days later, Robert and Patti walked down to Fourmile Creek, and Patti spotted a mountain lion crouching on a rock, seven feet above her husband. "Rob!" she yelled. Immediately, Robert jumped up with a length of pipe in his hand, held it high over his head, and screamed. Patti threw rocks and yelled. For a long time, the lion didn't move. Then, finally, it slunk away.  The Beebes found the remains of their dog several days later.

2004-3-07:  Incident. UT--City Creek Canyon, Salt Lake City.  An adult male cougar was spotted 60 feet up in a tree.  The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources believed that sometime in the morning, the cougar had come down from the canyon to the gates near the ranger station. A group of dogs scared it and it ran up the tree, and it was too frightened to come down.  The park was closed to the public for about an hour.  The cougar came down and left.  (My comment:  This is the way to handle a treed cougar.  It is up in a tree because it is frightened.  If everyone pulls back and leaves the cougar alone, it will likely come down and leave, never to return.)
2004-5-17:  Unconfirmed.  NE--3 miles west of Valley.  An unidentified man told a representative of the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission that he had been attacked.  The man was treated at a doctor’s office for scratches that were not severe.  Officers conducted a search of the area with assistance from the Nebraska State Patrol.  Tracking dogs were unable to pick up a scent, and no tracks were found.

2004-6-27:  Serious Injury.  CA--near Johnsondale, 15 miles north of Kernville.  Shannon Parker, 27, was hiking with three friends on a narrow trail when she was attacked.  Her friends stabbed the cougar with a knife and threw rocks at it until it left.  Parker lost her right eye and had deep wounds in her right thigh, requiring hours of reconstructive surgery.  The cougar was an emaciated 2-year-old male weighing only 58 lbs.

2004-8-14:  Injury.  AB—Near Hinton and Jasper National Park.  Chance Stepanick, age 5, was seized by a cougar.  The boy was discovered lying face down with the cougar on top of him.  Chance’s father Rod and a friend lunged for the boy and started kicking the cougar, which slunk back into the bushes after a few seconds.  Chance received only a couple of scratches and two bite marks on his back, remarkably minor injuries under the circumstances, according to a wildlife official.  The cougar had stalked Chance on its belly and pounced on him.  The cougar was not captured.

2004-8-21:  Incident.  CO--Ute Pass.  A cougar entered a house where a couple and a small child were sleeping.  It took a sandal and ran out of the house and up a hill, where it chewed the sandal.  When Jim Nicholas approached the cougar in the woods, it just looked it him.  It later attacked a 55-lb dog, which suffered a small scratch.  The cougar was not killed.  

2004-8-25:  Thwart.  AB--Jasper National Park.  Wes Fluker, 32, was riding his mountain bike on animal trails about a kilometer from the golf course at Jasper Park Lodge when he came face to face with a cougar.  The man and the cat looked at each other.  The cat came at him a few times.  Then Fluker lifted up his bike and lunged at it, and it ran away.  

2004-9-05:  Possible Thwart.  ND--Grassy Butte.  Mike Cummings was bow hunting north of Grassy Butte.  He held his bow and nocked an arrow after glassing an area looking for a mule deer herd he’d seen earlier.  He bent over to put the binoculars on the ground and saw he was looking into the eyes of a crouched mountain lion 7.5 paces away.  Cummings shot instinctively.  The lion ran about 60 yards before collapsing.  After leaving the field to get a shotgun, he returned and found the lion dead.  It was an 80-lb subadult female.  
2004-9-15: Thwart.  WY--Little Goose Creek near Sheridan.  An unnamed man used a shovel to ward off a charging cougar.  He struck it and shouted for help.  A neighbor brought his hounds.  Game & Fish agents also responded.  The cougar was found hiding in the brush.  It climbed a tree, where it was shot.  It was a 2-3-year old, 94-lb male in apparent good physical condition.  (94 lbs is a low weight for a 2-3-year old cougar.)
2005-4-09:  Injury.  AB--Sheep River Wildlife Sanctuary, Kananaskis Country.  Peter Bysterveld, 23, was hiking with his girlfriend when they came face-to-face with two young-looking cougars in some trees about 7 yards away.  One cat turned, looked at Peter, and lunged in his direction.  Peter ran, hoping to distract the cat from his friend, who was behind a tree.  He hit a muddy patch and fell.  The cat was on him, biting his legs.  Peter turned over on his back and grabbed the cat’s front and back legs and threw it about 5 yards.  (The cat was about the size of a large dog; Peter was 6’2” and weighed about 210 lbs.)   The cat got up to come back at him, but Peter had grabbed a stick and yelled at it.  It sauntered off into a gully.  Peter, his arms covered with scratches and a bite on his leg, made it back to safety.
2005-6-16:  Incident.  OR--Seaside.  Drew Weil, age 9, was walking around a neighbor’s house in the afternoon when he came face to face with cougar.  The cat leapt toward him, slobbering on his shorts and grazing his left leg with two teeth before it ran off.   The Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife did not plan to do anything about the incident because it was not a definite attack. 

2005-6-24:  Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island, Victoria Lake near Port Alice.  A woman, age 54, who was a tourist from Berlin, was sitting on a bench in front from her RV, drinking coffee.  Her friends were inside and saw a cougar.  They started to shout a warning to her.  As she stood up, the cougar came slowly behind her and jumped on her back.  She fell, and the cougar grabbed her head with its claws but did not bite her.  (Another account says she backed away from the cougar but it jumped on her, sinking its claws into her head and shoulder and slamming her to the ground.)  Her husband hit the cougar with a stick until it left his wife and hid under the RV.  Two commercial fishermen arrived on the scene and saw the cougar under the RV.  They pelted it with five or six rocks until it took off into the bush.  She was taken to Port Alice Hospital, requiring stitches on a finger, ear and eye.  Based on the size of the cougar's tracks, a Conservation Officer who arrived on the scene believed the cat was a juvenile in search of food.  Conservation officers with hounds were unable to locate it.  
Source:  http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm
2005-7-27:  Serious Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island, Zeballos.  Hayley Bazille, age 4, was on a family outing near the coastal village of Zeballos.  She may have run ahead of her sisters during the short walk to the beach. She said a cougar jumped out of a tree to attack her.  She fought him, yelling, “Get off me, get off me!”  Hayley’s mother had a small cooler with 4 bottles of beer and a water bottle.  She grazed the cougar’s shoulder but it wasn’t fazed at first, standing its ground, snarling and growling at her.  Then it took off into the bush.  Hayley’s scalp was torn open right to the skull.  She had been wearing a life jacket, which probably protected her neck.  Hayley had hundreds of connected lacerations on her scalp, but was expected to have minimal visible scarring once the surgery performed at Children’s Hospital in Vancouver healed.  Her face was not injured.  Trackers with dogs tried to follow the cat, but the scent was lost.

Source:  http://www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm and others.
2005-8-08:  Injury.  CO--Florida Mesa.  Annette Hayes, 50, was sitting with her husband David and their 13-year-old dog, which was deaf and losing her sight, on their hillside deck overlooking the Animas River.  As the evening light faded, Mrs. Hayes felt weight on her shoulder and pain.  She jumped up, screaming, “Something got me!”  She felt blood.  Her husband saw something behind her, heard a thud, and saw blood.  He looked over the edge and saw a cougar sauntering down the steep embankment.  The entire incident lasted 30-40 seconds.  Annette was treated at a local hospital.  She had two punctures in left upper left neck/shoulder, another puncture in her right cheek, and a scratch on her right ear.  Two packs of hounds were unable to pick up a scent in the hot, dry, rocky area.  A state wildlife official speculated that the contact was “incidental, almost accidental.”  If it had intended to attack Annette, her injuries would have been worse.

2005-8-31: Slight Injury during attack on dog.  BC—Vancouver Island, Port Hardy.  Lisa Nicholson suffered a minor puncture wound to her left leg at approximately 7:05 p.m. when a cougar attacked her and her small "pug" dog in her front yard on Beaver Harbour Road. Nicholson was walking Mylo on his leash when she felt something at her left leg. She turned to see what it was and found herself face to face with a cougar. The young cougar had taken only one swat, scratching both the woman and her dog, apparently with Mylo being its main target.  Mylo's blog reporting The Story of What Happened states that Mylo is about 13" tall at the top of his shoulders and weighs 20 pounds. Lisa Nicholson is 5' 4" and weighs 120 pounds. The cougar was a malnourished, female yearling and weighed around 50 pounds.

Keeping eye contact with the cougar, Nicholson walked backward and up the front stairs.  Port Hardy RCMP and Port Hardy Conservation Officers shot the cougar in the shoulder.  The next morning the fatally wounded cougar was found hiding under a log and killed.  The carcasses of two domestic cats were nearby.

Source:  http://mylothebrave.blogspot.com/2005/09/story-of-what-happened-crime-scene.html
2005-9-16:  Thwart. CO-- near Sedalia.  Dave Williams was sitting with his back against a tree.  Behind him was a patch of tall ferns and aspens and dark, thick timber.  He watched the meadow in front of him, hoping to see a buck.  Occasionally he glanced over his shoulder. During one of those glances, he was shocked to see the face of a cougar about 8 feet away.  The cat put its ears back and showed its teeth with a loud, hissing snarl, and dropped down into the ferns.  All Williams could see were the ferns moving as the cougar approached.  The cat’s head and chest popped into a little clearing, and Williams shot it with his .50-caliber muzzleloader.  The cougar was hit in the center of the chest and died instantly,  4 feet from Williams.  It was a healthy 2-year-old male.  Its stomach was empty.
2005-9-17:  Thwart.  CO--Parker Ridge, north of Rifle.  An unidentified hunter was approached by a snarling, hissing cougar.  He threw things at it but couldn’t scare it off, so he shot it with his muzzleloader.  The cougar was 2-3 years old.

2005-11-14:  Thwart.  MT--near Tiger Butte, Little Belt Mountains SE of Great Falls.  Jay Groskruetz was hunting in a mix of timber and open meadows when he was approached by a cougar.  It was a year-and-a-half old female weighing 75 lbs.  It followed him in a crouch with its ears back.  “It was clearly stalking him,” said Bruce Auchly, a Parks & Wildlife information officer.  Groskruetz shot the cat and immediately notified Parks & Wildlife.
2006-3-26:  Thwart.  NV, Mason Valley Wildlife Refuge.  Tom Bird and his son Ryan were hunting turkeys with decoys, using a blind.  A cougar raced out behind them and attacked the decoys.  Bird fired his 12-gauge shotgun, which may have disoriented the cat.  It turned toward the hunters and began to charge.  It was only 8 feet away from them when it was killed.
2006-4-15:  Serious Injury.  CO--Boulder, Crown Rock trailhead.  An unidentified boy, age 7, was walking single file along with seven members of his family.  A cougar seized the child by the head and dragged toward the woods.  The family shouted and struck the cougar with rocks and sticks and frightened it away.  The boy had bite marks on one leg and facial lacerations.  
2006-4-17:  Thwart.  BC--Vancouver Island, Gold River.  6-year-old Bryce Forbes and his 5-year-old brother Tucker were playing in their yard, enclosed by a 6-foot high fence with barbed wire on top.  Bryce discovered there was a cougar inside the family garage, eying him and clawing at the floor.  Instead of taking three steps and running into the house, Bryce ran 40-50 feet past the cougar to get his little brother.  Bryce grabbed Tucker and took Tucker up the garage’s outer stairs, locking the door to the upper room.  He then called his parents using an extension phone.  When authorities arrived, they found the cougar in the fenced-in yard and shot it.  It was an underweight male about 18 months old.  Bryce received an award for his bravery from Environment Minister Barry Penner.
2006-4-18:  Injury.  WA--Leavenworth.  Alex Schmidt was throwing a stick for his dog at his residence when a cougar came out of the brush and grabbed the middle of his calf.  He was treated for shallow puncture wounds and released.  Two days later, a cougar killed a housecat about a mile from Schmidt’s home.  It was treed and shot.  It was an emaciated female weighing less than 30 lbs and probably less than a year old.
2006-late April:  Incident.  SD—Ramona in SE part of state.  Cougar swiped at 16-year-old Kurt Clark and tore his shirt.  Scats collected at the site were identified as cougar by the SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks based on size and the presence of cougar hairs on the outside of one of the scats.  

Source: http://www.ranchers.net/forum/post-105381.html
2006-early May:  Thwart.  WY--Sheep Mountain near Woods Landing in the Snowy Range.  Hugh Faust, 22, was walking slowly up a trail.  He saw the cougar when it was 30 feet away.  It was crouching and staring him in the eye.  Faust used his jacket to make himself look larger, yelled, threw his binoculars, and lunged a few steps at it.  The cougar lunged toward him, swatting the tip of his left ring finger with a claw.  He backed toward his SUV, about 300 yards away.  The cougar stayed 5-8 feet from him all the way, in a low crouch and focused on him.  He reached a small gully which he couldn’t cross backwards, so he continued yelling and flailing his arms while picking up two baseball-sized rocks.  He hit the cougar on the head with the first rock, jumped the ditch, and hit him with the second rock, still yelling.  The cougar didn’t retreat until Faust reached his car.  Faust returned two days later to retrieve his binoculars.  All he saw of the cat was its tracks.
2005-6-20:  Thwart.  ND--Maah Daah Hey Trail, which runs between the North and South Units of Theodore Roosevelt National Park in the Badlands.  Two mountain bikers—Claire Brook, 29 and Kenneth Campbell, 37--came almost “face to fang” with a cougar.  It followed them for about a half mile, coming to within 10 feet of them three times during the 45-minute interval.  They threw rocks, screamed at it and used their bicycles as shields.  It was more than a day before a houndsman arrived to kill the cat.  But heavy rain had washed the scent away.  

2006-8-02:  Injury.  AZ--Pima.  Ray Ferguson was feeding a housecat and kittens at his farm west of Pima.  A cougar came out of the salt cedar trees and grabbed his hand.  He screamed as loud as he could.  The cougar ran off, and Ferguson drove home, his hand bleeding.  The wound was treated at an emergency room.  The next day, a neighbor shot and killed a young female cougar.   It was not rabid, but because they couldn’t be certain it was the same cougar that bit him, Ferguson would have to undergo rabies shots.
2006-8-18:  Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island, Schoen Lake Provincial Park.  Paul Daniel Krismer, age 4 1/2 years, was fishing from a log at the edge of a lake on the onshore end.  His father heard a cracking in the bushes and saw a cougar leaping toward Paul, getting its jaws set on Paul’s head.  The father leaped off a log which was over the two of them and came down forcefully on the cougar’s chest with both feet.  The cougar let go of Paul and fled into the bushes.  Paul had bite wounds to his head and scratches on his upper body.  He was treated at a hospital and released.  
2006-11-10:  Misidentification?  Ontario--Kenora, Whitefish Bay.  Riley Joseph, 13, a student at Baibombeh Anishinabe School in Whitefish Bay, was knocked down from behind by an animal he believed was a cougar.  However, tracks that were photographed appear to be dog.  (Cougars are very rare in Ontario.)
2007-1-24:  Serious Injury.  CA—Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park.  Jim Hamm, 70, was hiking with his wife Nell.  An 83-lb cougar attacked Jim from the rear and knocked him down.  Nell hit the cougar repeatedly with a heavy branch and then stabbed it in the eyes with a ballpoint pen, and finally rammed it with the branch until it released him and backed away.  The cougar had gripped Jim with its claws and tore at the back of his skulls with its fangs, almost scalping him.  Professional hunters called to the scene killed two cougars—a male and a female, probably young siblings.  DNA analysis determined that the female was the attacker.  Jim was in critical condition, almost dying of infections, and required skin grafts.  As of 2012, he had a large scar on his scalp, minor scarring on his face and some finger damage, but little else to show for his near-death experience.
2007-6-10:  Injury.  BC--Vancouver Island, Port McNeill.  A man in his late 20s was walking along a road around 3:00 am when a cougar bit him on the legs.  The man hit the cougar with his fist, and it ran off.  He was treated for four puncture wounds in the Port McNeill hospital and released.  Searchers were unable to locate the cat.  
2007-7-21:  Incident.  AB--Kootenay National Park.  An unnamed woman was confronted by a cougar.  She hit it with her bag and scared it off.   The cougar had not been located as of July 26th.
2007-8-01:  Serious Injury.  BC mainland--Kelly Lake.  Colton Reeb, 12, was walking to the restroom near Kelly Lake Vacation Lodge when he was seized by a cougar.  The 70-lb male had Colton’s head in his mouth and blood was everywhere.  Marc Patterson delivered five “soccer kicks” to the cougar’s head but could not wrench the boy’s head from its mouth, so he put a chokehold on the cougar, squeezing as hard as he could, until it let go.  Patterson then wrestled with the cougar, which broke free and glared at him, growling.  It finally slunk away. Patterson’s wife stood nearby with a meat cleaver.  The boy was taken by helicopter with non-life-threatening bite and claw wounds to his face, neck, head and upper chest.   Six months and 300 stitches later, the scars were difficult to see.  Patterson received a Carnegie Hero Fund Commission medal for heroism in July 2008.
2007-8-25: Unconfirmed.  KS--Alma.  Wayne Flerlage, 17, was jogging near Alma.  He told Kansas Wildlife and Parks that a large cat came up behind him and knocked him down.  He pushed it away and kicked it under the chin, chasing it away.  The cat left scratches and cuts on his arms and chest.    He believed that the cougar was curious, not seeing him as prey.  At the time, no cougars had been documented in the state since 1904.
2007-10-02:  Incident.  AZ--near the Santa Cruz River east of Lociel.   A cougar charged a U.S. Border Patrol agent on foot.  He fired his weapon at least once, but didn’t believe he hit the cat.
2007-10-04:  Incident.  Eastern Oregon.  A hunter with the handle of Waterfish was hiding in thick timber near an opening in the forest, watching for a deer.  He heard a twig snap and became aware it was a cougar, stalking him.  Throwing a stick and yelling did not stop its gradual approach.  When it was 20 feet away, it went into a low crouch.   The hunter shot it in the chest, and it died quickly.   Later investigation showed the cougar had been feeding on a fawn.
Source: http://www.ifish.net/board/showthread.php?t=170648

2007-11-11:  Serious Injury.  MT—Squeezer Creek area of Swan Valley SE of Kalispell.  A hunter left his car early in the morning and was several miles in on a trail when he heard what sounded like a cougar screaming.  Shortly afterward, he heard a growl, turned around, and saw a cougar 10-15 feet away.  He dropped his rifle and rushed to get behind a tree.  The cougar pounced on the hunter’s back, knocking him into the tree.  The shock caused the cougar to lose its grip, enabling the hunter to reach his pistol and fire a shot.  The noise frightened the cougar away.  He fired several more shots as it ran.  He picked up his rifle and made his way back to the trail, where several other hunters helped him back to his vehicle.  He got five stitches for cuts to his leg made by the cougar’s claws as well as scratches on his back and shoulders, and puncture wounds on the back of his head.  The man’s backpack gave him partial protection from further injuries;  it was shredded.
2007-12-07:  Misidentification.  FL--Fort Drum.  A 3-year-old boy, playing in his family’s yard, was found bleeding and badly injured near the dog pen.  The wounds were not described in detail, but the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission said that wounds were not consistent with a Florida panther attack.  Panthers/cougars typically attack the head and neck and attack to kill.  The type of animal involved in the attack was not identified.
Source: http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2007/dec/08/30beast-that-mauled-3-year-old-boy-likely-wasnt/
2008-3-01: Unconfirmed.  SD--Black Hills, Sheridan Lake.  Ryan Hughes, 33, was ice-fishing on the lake.  He went on shore and stepped into the woods.  There he encountered a cougar with a fresh kill in its mouth.  He said that the cougar jumped on him and knocked him backwards.  He tried to get his hands in front of his face and kicked with his legs.  The cougar left.  Hughes had scratches and puncture wounds on his face and hand.  The SD Dept. of Game, Fish & Parks (GFP) brought in a pack of trained hounds.  They could not locate cougar scent.  Hair on Hughes’ shirt was not cougar.  Hughes had drunk four cans of beer prior to the event.  The GFP considers the incident “probable but unconfirmed.”
2008-3-08:  Injury by rabid cougar.  AZ--El Mirage.  Paul John Schalow, age 10, was riding an ATV with his family.  They took a lunch break near Bloody Basin Road and Sheep Bridge.  Paul and Brittany, 9, were playing at the campsite when a cougar walked between them.  The other family members were about 10 feet from the cougar.  It scratched Paul on the shoulder, drawing blood, and then opened its mouth and put its teeth on Paul’s head.  It eventually stepped away from Paul and stood looking at him while opening its mouth.  Paul’s uncle shot the cat, an older female, loaded it in the family truck and took it back to their home in El Mirage.  Officials from the Arizona Game & Fish Dept took the carcass for testing for rabies.  The tests were positive.  The cougar was probably in the late stage of rabies called the “rage stage,” which is characterized by unbalanced walking, frothing of the mouth and attacking for no reason.
2008-5-17:  Serious Injury.  NM—Sandia Peak.  Jose Salazar Jr., age 5, was walking with his family on a well-used trail.  The boy ran ahead a little bit.  A cougar jumped out of a bush, jumped on him, and started clawing his body.  It then grabbed him by the head and dragged him 300 feet down a hillside.  The boy’s father dove after the child and lion, damaging his ankle and breaking his thumb.  He grabbed the boy as the cougar ran away.  His scalp had been ripped back, and he had puncture wounds all over his back and neck.  Fur and DNA analysis of saliva indicated a 95% chance the animal was cougar.  Six months after a stay in the Intensive Care Unit at University of New Mexico Hospital, the scars were still visible.
2008-6-17:  Fatality.  NM—Pinos Altos.  Robert Nawojski, 55, lived in a small mobile home in a wooded area.  Relatives reported he had been missing two days.  Searchers saw a cougar and called the Department of Game and Fish. His remains were found beneath a rock ledge about 60 yards from his home—where Nawojski liked to bathe and shave.  A cougar had attacked him just below the ledge, dragged his body a short distance, and then ate parts of it and buried the rest.  An average-sized adult male weighing 138 lbs was captured in a snare and killed about ½ mile from where Nawojski was killed   Rabies tests on the male were negative.  Residents had reported two cougars in the area, so officials kept snares out and captured an 80-90 lb female.  It was uncertain if she played any role in Nawojski’s death.
2008-6-24:  Possible Thwart.  WA—Squamish.  A cougar that had been killing chickens, confronting residents and stalking mountain bikers was destroyed by an employee of the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, after it followed some mountain bikers a few hundred meters on June 24th.  The cougar was in “rough condition,” and probably was driven by hunger down from the mountains.
2008-7-12:  Hoax.  CA—Foothills Park, Palo Alto.  An unidentified man told officials he had been hiking on the Los Trancos Trail when he felt something shove him from behind.  He rolled down the hillside, hit a tree trunk, and then saw a cougar running away.  The Department of Fish and Game could find no evidence of a cougar at the site or on the man’s shirt.  Hounds did not pick up a cougar scent.  The man had indeed fallen through the undergrowth, but a cougar was apparently not responsible.  It cost the Department an estimated $10,000 to investigate the alleged incident.  They considered fining him that amount but decided not to.
2008-8-04:  Misidentification.  OH—Medina, Sharon Township.  Eric Robertson, 27, claimed he was attacked and bitten by a cougar in his driveway.  He said it was a big cat, weighing perhaps 30-40 lbs.  No wild cougars have been confirmed in Ohio for more than 100 years, and adult and subadult cougars weigh much more than 40 lb.  
Source: http://www.wkyc.com/news/local/news_article.aspx?storyid=94225&catid=3
2008-8-05:  Hoax?  CA—Whiting Park Ranch, Orange County.  Kevin Lassiter, 47, said he saw three cougar kittens as he was walking through the park.  He attempted to pet one of them.  He didn’t see the mother until she swiped at him with its paw, then ran off.  A wildlife forensic pathologist with the Dept. of Fish & Game said the wound on the man’s arm was probably not caused by a cougar.  No evidence of a female cougar with kittens was found in the vicinity, and the man’s story had irregularities.
2008-8-25:  Incident.  CA—Glendora.  A bicyclist was traveling at approximately 20 mph on Glendora Mountain Road when he was charged by a cougar.  It came down a steep embankment and attempted to strike the back wheel of the bicycle.  It missed, and after chasing the rider for a few minutes, it gave up.  Officials attempted to track and destroy the lion the next day, but its scent of the lion was gone.
2008-9-16:  Injury.  WA—Coulee Dam.  Joe Hess, 11, was playing hide-and-go seek in the evening with two other boys when a cougar bounded out of nearby brush, bowled Joe over, and scratched him on the head.  It then became startled and ran away.  Joe suffered two or three cuts.  Fish and Wildlife experts believed that the cougar was interested in playing with the boy, not predation.  
2008-9-26:  Injury.  NM—Taos Ski Valley outside of Taos.  Adam Wheat, 29, was hiking off a small dirt road.  He found a partially buried deer and then heard a hissing noise behind him.  Looking over his shoulder, he saw a flash of yellow coming toward him.  The cougar leaped from a boulder about 5 feet away and hit him on both shoulders.  Wheat tripped backwards and hit the back of his head on a log.  He saw the cougar one top of him—its clear yellow eyes and its open mouth approaching his face.  His hand landed on a softball-sized rock.  He used it to hit the cat on the side of the head.  It made a noise and disappeared.  Wheat lost consciousness for a while.  When he came to, the side of his body was covered with blood.  He drove himself to the business he owned in Taos, 25 minutes away.  An employee took him to a local hospital, where he was treated and released in about 7 hours.  Apparently the cougar was not located.
2008-10-07:  Thwart.  WY—Water Canyon at south of Star Valley.   Kellen Lancaster and his son Adam rode horseback into the canyon, hunting for deer.  Adam killed a buck.  They boned and field dressed it so that it could be packed out on their horses, and cut off the antlers.  Next, they had to go and get the horses.  Then Kellen saw a cougar on the downhill side of the carcass, its eyes fixed on him.  Adam ran for their guns, and Kellen tripped over a rock.  The cougar advanced toward Kellen’s feet—his snarling teeth at the tip of his boots.  Adam saw it pawing at his father with its ears back and teeth showing, before he shot it.  It was a female.
2008-10-08:  Hoax.  PA—Lancaster County, Sudbury Township.  A neighbor told Samuel Fisher, 42, that two cougars had been seen the night before in a field off Mount Pleasant Road.  Fisher went to the farm armed with his .30-.30 rifle and saw three cougars.  He shot one; all three cougars ran off.  He followed a blood trail across the field, across Mount Pleasant Road, and down a dirt lane when a second cougar jumped out of a tree onto his back.  Fisher said he fought with the cougar for several minutes, and it scratched his arms, chest and face.  His rifle had been knocked out of his hands, so he stabbed it three times with a pocketknife.  The cougar ran away.  Blood samples were taken from the place where Fisher said he shot the cat, from the blood trail he followed, and from the scene of the alleged fight with the cat, and sent to the state police crime lab for testing.  The samples from the fight scene turned out not to be blood.  There was blood in the knife, but it was human.  No evidence of cougars was found at or near the scene.
2008-10-25:  Incident.  NV—East of Carson City.  David McClelland put himself between a cougar and his 15-year-old son Dustin, who was coming home from a dirt bike ride, when he perceived it was stalking the youth.  He lost his footing on a steep embankment and fell, knocking himself out and apparently scaring off the cougar.  An officer of the Nevada Division of Wildlife concluded that the cougar was not stalking Dustin, that more likely the noise of the dirt bike startled it.  No effort was made to track the cougar.  David ended up in a hospital with a concussion, bruises and scratches.
2008-10-26:  Possible Thwart.  AZ—Santa Rita Mountains south of Tucson.  An unnamed hiker was walking with his dog on a trail when he saw a cougar following him.  He shouted and made himself look bigger by waving his arms, but the cougar was not deterred.  When it got closer, he fired two warning shots in the air with his gun.  It kept advancing, so he shot at it, scaring it away.  He did not know if he hit it.  Authorities found the cougar and killed it the next day.

2008-12-17:  Injury.  NV—Virginia City.  A woman suffered minor injuries when she responded to a commotion in her yard.  She found her dog embroiled with a confrontation with what was believed to be a young cougar.  Her injuries presumably came from the cat swatting at her, not from a bite.  The dog also suffered minor injuries.  The cougar was not located.
2009-ca. late January:  Hoax.  WA—Puyallup.  A couple suffered a major mauling and had to be hospitalized.  They told a representative of the Department of Fish & Wildlife that they had been attacked by a cougar, but no trace of one was found at their home.  Instead, an agent and a tracking dog found the couple’s white pit bull inside, covered with dried blood.  No charges were filed against the couple.  The fate of the pit bull is unknown.
2009-2-16:  Incident.  CA--Santa Rosa.  Nicole Lentz was walking her four-month-old Labrador when two juvenile cougars charged right up to her, trying to get her dog.  She hit them with the leash and kicked one of them at least five times; they raised their paws, growling and hissing.  They followed her into her backyard, stopping their pursuit when three dogs belonging to a neighbor showed up.  Police officers came to the scene.  The California Dept. of Fish & Game advised them to allow the cats to escape from the backyard into their natural habitat.  
2009-late April:  Hoax.  MO—Barton County.  A young Amish boy told a representative of the Department of Conservation that a cougar had knocked him off his feet and dragged him by his sleeve.  He managed to stab it with a pocket knife.  But no cougar DNA was found on the boy’s coat or knife.  The only blood on the knife was from a calf.  It appears that the boy made up the story.
2009-5-12:  Injury.  BC—Kamloops.  An indentified 21-year-old man was walking down a road about three miles from the Sun Peaks ski resort, when a cougar jumped on his back and knocked him down.  The man had picked up a rock when he first saw the cougar, and he used it to hit it a couple of times.  He got the cougar off him, and it ran off into the brush.  The man was treated for minor injuries in a hospital.  Officers were unable to locate or capture the cat.
2009-5-17:  Hoax.  CA—Frazier Park, Kern Co.  A 16-year-old boy accompanied by a friend limped into a coffee shop in Pine Mountain Village, suffering from a possible concussion, abrasions, and a broken rib.  Another boy had earlier turned up with scratches and a possible broken wrist.  The first boy was taken to a hospital, talking about a cougar attack.  The news of a dangerous cougar was broadcast through the region.  Actually, the friend said that they and another boy had attempted to break into a home to steal marijuana and were injured in an altercation.
2009-6-12:  Dog Incident.  BC—Squamish.  A hiker took her Miniature Pinscher on a leash in Stawamus Chief Provincial Park   A cougar came out of a tree, grabbed the dog, took it up a tree, killed it and ate it.  The next day the trail was closed, but a group of people took their dogs on it anyway.  The cougar re-emerged and attacked another dog, but the owner was able to recover it.  Conservation officers used hounds to tree and kill the cougar, an emaciated female.
2009-6-16:  Injury.  BC—Squamish.  Maya Espinoza, age 3, was walking with her mother and their dog in Fisherman’s Park when she was attacked by cougar.  She couldn’t understand why the big kitty didn’t want to “play nice.”  The mother picked the cougar off the child, threw it, picked up her daughter, and ran.  The toddler had puncture wounds on her left arm and head.  Conservation officers, aided by two dogs and their handlers, tracked a cougar through several yards and killed it.  They planned to submit DNA samples to determine if the cat they killed was the one that attacked Maya.
2009-7-04:  Injury.  BC—Pinnacles Park, Quesnel.  A 7-year-old boy was walking in the park with his mother and 5-year-old brother, about 7 yards in front of the other two family members.  A cougar jumped out of the bush and onto his back.  The mother closed in to protect her son.  It jumped off and left.  The boy had scratches on his head, right cheek, ear and back.  Members of the Predator Attack Team of the Conservation Officer Service searched for the cougar with trained hounds, set traps and snares, and used an electronic predator call to lure the cat to the traps, but three days later, had not captured it.
2009-7-11:  Moderate – Slight Injury.  ID—SW of Elk River near Elk Creek Falls trailhead.  A Moscow, Idaho man, unwilling to be identified, reported he was attacked by a mountain lion at about 6:00 in the evening while camping. The approximately 160 pound, 5'6" man in his early 30's told Fish and Game Conservation Officer Barry Cummings that he was gathering firewood when the lion pounced on his back, knocking him to the ground. He said he and the lion then rolled down a hillside coming to a stop on a log. During the struggle, the victim grabbed a knife and stabbed the mountain lion in the side, causing it to run into the timber. 

After the attack, the man told Officer Cummings that he returned to his campsite, where he and his girlfriend gathered up their belongings and then drove to his Moscow residence. They contacted authorities at about 9:30 p.m. The man did not seek medical treatment but reported that he suffered abrasions to his legs and minor scratches to the inside of one forearm, and to his stomach. 

The unnamed victim and Cummings returned to the scene with a local houndsmen and three tracking hounds early Sunday morning. The area was searched from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. but, as is frequently the case, efforts to pick up the lion's scent were unsuccessful--despite a probable blood scent from a wound inflicted by the man with his knife.

2009-7-12:  Thwart.  WY—27 miles west of Cody.  Dustin Britton, 32, was cutting firewood about 100 feet from his campsite in the Shoshone National Forest when he saw a cougar staring at him from some bushes.  He raised his 18-inch chain saw and met the cougar head-on as it pounced.  The collision felt like a grown man running directly into him.  The cougar batted him three or four times with its paws, and Britton hit it with the saw. Britton and his wife spent the night in their pop-up camper with their two children, and notified authorities the next day. The saw left a 6-8-inch gash on the cougar’s shoulder; Britton had only a small puncture wound on his forearm.  The cougar was an emaciated 100-lb male and may have been starving.
2009-7-12:  Unconfirmed.  BC—Vernon.  A 22-year-old man was walking along a bridge just after midnight when something pushed him to the ground.  It might have been a cougar, a bear or a coyote.  Whatever it was, it was frightened away by a vehicle that came by.  The main was treated in a hospital for cuts to his arms and chest.
2009-7-31:  Unconfirmed.  CA—Grass Valley.  A man with a substantial wound on his arm told police he had been attacked by a cougar.  He said he’d been camping in an unincorporated area in town.  He encountered a female cougar with two kittens and fed one of the kittens.  Other cougar sightings had been reported recently in the area, so the report was taken seriously.  Wardens from the Department of Fish and Game and a tracker with dogs searched the vicinity extensively without finding any sign of a mountain lion.  They did encounter an aggressive dog in an area frequently used as a campsite by transients.  The injured man was taken to a hospital but walked out against medical advice without receiving treatment.  He could not be found to confirm the attack.
2009-9-02:  Injury.  WA—Abercrombie Mountain Trail in Colville National Forest near Northport.  A cougar jumped on Simon Impey, a 5-year-old boy who was hiking with his family.  His mother began beating the cougar with a water bottle, and it ran off.  The boy was treated at a hospital for head wounds and released.  Wildlife officials found blood and cougar tracks at the site.  
2009-9-24:  Unconfirmed injury.  BC—Vancouver Island, North Vancouver.  An unidentified man told a local resident he’d been bitten by a cougar and was driving himself to a hospital for treatment.  The resident called the police.  The RCMP and conservation officers were unable to find a cougar or evidence of an attack.  Nor could they locate the reported victim.
2009-10-10:  Possible Thwart.  UT—Bountiful.  Steve Newman went mountain biking by himself in Mueller Park, and then changed to his running shoes.  A few minutes after he started running, he heard a bird-like sound.  A cougar came charging at him, barreling down the trail.  Newman stood his ground and screamed as loudly as he could, grabbing a tree branches and beating it on the ground, and even showed his teeth.  The cougar started running up and then backing off.  He kept walking backwards toward his bicycle.  When he felt it, he hopped on and rode as fast as he could to the trailhead, where he called the sheriff.  The Utah Dept of Wildlife Resources found the cat’s tracks on the trail.  They believe a young cougar was actually playing a game with Newman.  They said he did exactly the right thing, and advised people not to go into the mountains alone.
2009-10-17:  Possible Thwart.  UT—New Canyon, west of Randolph.  David Garcia, 48, was scouting for deer when he heard a stick break behind him.  He turned and saw a cougar staring at him—a sight that sent him into a state of shock.  He turned around, and the cougar crouched.  He lifted his rifle and shot it through the neck.  The bullet went through the heart, exiting near its front shoulder.  A representative of the state Division of Wildlife determined that Garcia acted in self defense.  The cougar was a lactating female and may have been defending its kittens.
2009-10-25:  Possible Thwart.  MT—Jerry Creek southwest of Butte.  Eric Boyd, 14, was elk hunting with his father.  Eric took up a position near a rock outcropping while his dad moved up the ridge to push the elk toward his son.  Eric heard a twig crack and thought it was his father, but a cougar stepped from behind a tree about 25 yards ahead of him.  The two stared at each other for about 20 seconds, and then the cougar hunched its shoulders and started walking toward him.  Eric raised his rifle to his shoulder and shot the cougar in the shoulder, and then fired three more times.  Eric and his father left the carcass lying in the woods and notified the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks—the proper procedure in this kind of situation.
2009-12-27:  Injury.  ID—Jackpine Loop, Victor.  Allen Moore was sledding with his daughter.   He was at a standstill, waiting for her.  He said a cougar jumped him from behind and knocked him off the sled.  Then it leapt between him and his sled and ran down the trail toward his daughter, who was approaching on her sled, then darted off the trail and wasn’t seen again.  The cougar knocked off Moore’s helmet and gave him a sprained neck, but otherwise he wasn’t injured.  Idaho Fish and Game found the cougar’s tracks later in the day.  
http://www.tetonvalleynews.net/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bd754ecbbd213976500.txt
 
2009-12-31:  Serious Injury.  BC—Danskin.  David Metzler, Jr., age 7, was sliding on a hill in the snow near the Mennonite church in the tiny village with his sister Doris, 5.  A cougar appeared, just yards away.  The children froze, and then David ran for the church.  The cougar seized him by the head about 3 yards from the church.  The children’s mother, Mary, had been cleaning in the church, and heard them screaming.  She saw the cougar on top of David with his mouth at his head.  She grabbed the only object nearby, a cleaning rag, and smacked the cougar on the head, causing the 65-lb cat to drop David and flee.  She staunched her son’s head wounds with the cleaning rag and drove the children to a hospital.  The wounds were stitched there, and David was soon back at school.  Conservation officers tracked the cougar in the snow until dark, and returned with dogs the next day.  Two female cougars travelling together were shot.  One was a subadult.
2010-1-02:  Thwart.  BC—Boston Bar.  Austin Foreman, 11, went outside to bring in some firewood.  A cougar charged toward him.  The family’s golden retriever, Angel, who had been at Austin’s side, attacked the cougar.  Austin went inside and told his mother what had happened.  She couldn’t see anything outside the window, but she heard Angel whimpering.  She called the RCMP.  A constable arrived quickly and saw the cougar chewing on the dog’s neck.  He shot it three times, and even then the cat kept its jaws clamped on Angel’s neck.  The dog was taken to a veterinarian with numerous puncture wounds on her head and neck and a swollen eye, but she recovered.  (It is possible that the cougar was after the dog, not Austin.)
2010-1-03:  Unconfirmed Injury.  CA—Fremont Trail in Santa Barbara Co near San Marcos Pass.  A man was hiking with his housecat.  He felt a tugging on his backpack, turned and found a juvenile cougar going after the food in the backpack.  The man fought off the cougar and suffered some minor scratches.  His cat had disappeared but showed up at the man’s residence, 1 ½ miles away, more than 20 hours later.
2010-1-31:  Thwart.  CA—Pescadero Creek County Park, San Mateo County.  Two brothers in their early 50s were hiking off trail.  A cougar emerged from a densely vegetated area and walked right up to one of the men.  He shouted, picked up a big stick, and swung at the cat.  The other brother went to his brother’s side, and then another cougar showed up.  The brother with the stick never actually hit one of the cougars, but succeeded in driving them off temporarily.  But as they returned to their car, the cougars followed them.  Game wardens from the state Dept of Fish & Game found cougar tracks, and tracking dogs picked up the scent, but they did not find the cougars.
2010-5-04:  Thwart.  CA—Lake Arrowhead.  A woman was jogging by herself just north of Lake Arrowhead when she was chased by a cougar.  She backed away and climbed a tree and screamed for help while the cougar clawed at the limbs. She shook a stick at it and squirted water at it.  Workers from the nearby Willow Creek Treatment Plant heard her and scared the cougar away.  She suffered cuts and bruises from climbing the tree.  A federal hunter with hounds could not locate the cat.
2010-6-06:  Injury.  AZ—Walker, near the Snow Drift Mine.  Andy Bell, 30, was outside just after dark, about 100 feet from his home.  He heard rustling in the bushes and with his flashlight, saw a cougar within 8 feet of him.  He ran for the house but was hit from behind near his truck.  He rolled under the truck and believed the cat hit its head on the low-hanging hitch on the back.  When he looked out, the cougar had fled.  Bell suffered several injuries from the fall, but also had a 2-inch scratch on his shoulder which he believed was caused by one of the cougars’ claws.  After two days, Wildlife Services was unable to locate the cat.  But three days later,  AZ Game & Fish Dept. officers did kill a female about 6-7 years old weighing about 75 lbs, less than ½ mile from Bell’s home.  The size of the cougar was consistent with the tracks found at the site.
2010-10-17:  Injury.  CO—Divide.  Kendra Rutter, a teenager, was driving home from babysitting just after 1:00 am.  She pulled off County Road 51 to see if she had a flat tire.  She was attacked from behind by a cougar.  She turned and jumped and got a paw on her shoulder.  It knocked Kendra onto the street and paced back and forth.  She kicked the cat in the head, probably in the jaw.  It ran off.  Kendra got into her car and raced home.  She had cuts on her shoulder and legs, and her jeans were torn and blood-stained.
2010-12-04:  Hoax.  AL—near Morgan City.  Frank Harmes says he was walking his dog around Greenbriar Cove behind his home near Morgan City when he heard something behind him and turned to see a black panther  It claimed ripped his pants and clawed his leg.  The wound was covered with an ACE bandage, and he later received rabies shots.  Several things are dubious.  Not a single black cougar/panther has ever been documented.  The tears on Harmes' pants were straight across, not what would be expected from cat claws.  Wounds inflicted by cat claws and teeth are easily infected.  Certainly they would have been covered by something more than an ACE bandage.  
2011-6-10:  Thwart.  BC—Crumpit Woods, Squamish.  Dean Linnell and three friends were participating in the Squamish bicycle race when he saw a brown thing leap off the hillside.  The cougar caught the back end of his bike, not touching him but knocking him off the trail onto the ground.  He hit a tree and looked up at an adult cougar.  Yelling at the cougar, he got up.  The cougar made no effort to back off or run away.  He grabbed his bike as a shield, screaming and lunging at the cat.  His friends came back.  The cougar moved about 20 feet off the trail and stood, surveying the situation.  The cyclists tossed rocks at it.  It was hissing and its ears were up, just watching with interest.  Officials did not locate the cougar.
2011-6-26:  Thwart.  NM—Unspecified site.  Parker Smith, 23, and a friend were on a charity race across the state.  They were riding at night, 2 days before finishing the trip at Antelope Wells.  They were near a water source, when Parker saw a cougar in the beam of this flashlight, about 10 feet away.  His first reaction was to ride away, but that was a mistake, because the cougar growled and started coming after him.  He realized he couldn’t “outrun” it, so he jumped off the bike, held it up between himself and cat and started jumping around, yelling and screaming and trying to make himself as big and scary as possible.  The cougar went away “pretty quickly.”
2011-7-04:  Thwart.  BC—Vancouver Island, Nanaimo.  Erin Laberge, 18, was riding her bicycle home shortly after 7:00 pm.  She saw what she first thought was a dog in a ditch, but when she got within 6 yards, she realized it was a cougar, crouched low and circling her.  She had been crouching low over her bicycle and resisted the impulse to ride away, knowing that behavior could encourage the cougar to attack.  So she skidded on the brakes, turned around, stood up, making herself as looks as big as possible.  She yelled and rang her bike bell.  The cougar ran off into the brush nearby.  Officials could not locate the cat.
2011-7-17:  Possible Thwart.  UT—Wanship.   Troy Vincent was working in his driveway when he heard a noise.  He turned around the corner and came face-to-face with an adult cougar.  He started to kick the cougar, and it swatted at his leg.  Then he kicked the cougar in the teeth, and two of its fangs punctured the toe of his Crocs-style shoe.  It then turned and ran away, but not at full speed.  Vincent chased the cat into a neighbor’s backyard and called authorities.  They tried to track it to destroy it, but did not locate it.  Vincent believes that the cougar was as startled as he was and did not intend to attack him.
2011-7-31:  Injury.  Alberta—Bow Valley Provincial Park, Barrier Lake.  A little girl was hiking with her family when the cougar leaped from the trees on the side of the trail.  The girl’s father was walking in front of her and heard the commotion.  He yelled and threw a water bottle at it, and it retreated.    She suffered only minor cuts and puncture wounds.  Conservation officers later tracked the cat down and killed it.  It was a male, less than 2 years old, weighing about 80 lbs.  A litter mate of the cougar had been destroyed on July 18th after it attacked a dog with a group of cyclists.  The two cougars possibly were orphans, unable to capture enough natural prey to survive.
2911-8-01:  Thwart.  BC—Vancouver Island, Port Albion.  Kiara Bisaro, 34, was jogging on Port Albion Road.  She heard something come out of the bush and up behind her.  She turned around, and there was a cougar coming straight toward her.  The cat was hissing and came as close as a 5 feet.  She was in the middle of the road and had no nearby sticks or rocks to grab.  She kept the cat back with her foot for about ten minutes until Alan McCarthy drove up.  He saw Bisaro in the middle of the road, waving her arms and first thought she was playing with a dog.  The cougar ran off when McCarthy’s car approached.  Bisaro did what she was supposed to--looked big and made lots of noise.  
2011-8-29:  Serious Injury.  BC—Vancouver Island, Kennedy Lake, Swim Beach.  Julien Sylvester, 18 months old, was at Swim Beach with his 4-year-old sister, their grandfather and another adult.  They were leaving the beach when a cougar emerged from the woods and seized Julien, who was walking about 3 yards in front of the group.  It bit the child in the head and lunged at his sister, but did not make contact with her.  The family made loud noises and acted aggressively toward the cougar, and the attack ended in seconds.  The child was rushed by ambulance to Tofino General Hospital, and airlifted from there to BC Childrens’ Hospital in Vancouver.  The boy had three puncture wounds in his skull, requiring more than two hours of brain surgery.  Another puncture wound was in his chest, and there were claw marks on his chest and back.  He was expected to make a full recovery.  A trust fund was set up to pay the family’s medical expenses.   As of September 8th, the cougar that attacked Julien had not been found.
2011-9-22:  Injury.  ID—Rural Boise.  A 10-year-old boy was looking for a missing hunting dog with his father in a rural subdivision 15-20 miles northeast of Boise.  He came upon a cougar and ran from it, but stumbled and fell.  The cougar swiped at him, scratching his arm and hand.  He yelled to his father and stood up, pulling out a hunting knife.  The cougar backed away, giving the father time to fire several shots from his handgun to scare it away.  Officials with the Dept. of Fish and Game tracked the cat down.  It was found feeding on the carcass of the missing dog.  It was about 18 months old.  The boy suffered minor scratches.
2011-10-02:  Hoax.  IL—Near Baylis.  Jeremiah Dice, 14, said he was hunting from his stand.  Deer started snorting, and he saw a cougar standing about 20 yards from the stand.  He left the stand and radioed his mother to tell her he was coming home.  The cougar attacked him from the rear, leaving the bill of his cap shredded.  He swung his hunting knife to prevent the cougar from coming closer.  It knocked him backwards again, and he hit it in the ribs.  Later Jeremiah admitted that he slipped while climbing from the tree stand.  He made up the story of the cougar attack because he was afraid his mother would worry and not let him hunt again.  The family sent a written apology to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources personnel who investigated the incident.
2012-1-19:  Thwart.  BC—Mission.  Meg Palmer and her friend Britt, both 12, were playing in a wooded ravine within eyesight of Meg’s mother, Renee, who was clearing the deck of snow.  Britt screamed and ran toward the deck.  Renee saw a “big animal” less than a meter from Meg, who was struggling to follow Britt in soft, meter-deep snow.   The cougar was chasing Meg.  Renee and the two girls started screaming, and Renee started running toward her daughter.  The cougar stopped and exchanged stares with Renee.  The same animal was apparently seen elsewhere in the neighborhood.  It apparently was immature and walked with a limp.
2012-2-05:  Serious Injury.  TX—Big Bend National Park.  Rivers Hobbs, 6, was with his parents on a walkway near the main lodge, going from the dining room to their room.  A cougar ran in front of his mother, grabbed Rivers and dragged both the mother and the boy away from the walkway.  She kept hold of his hand, and then the cougar jerked him away, pulled him to the ground, and took him by the face.  His father stabbed the cat with his knife, and it let go.  Rivers was taken to a hospital, treated for two large gashes and puncture wounds, and discharged after receiving stitches.  Three days later he had to go back because the wounds had become infected.  He needed surgery and got rabies shots.
Earlier in the day, the cougar had attacked another family.  They drove it away by hitting it with a backpack.  Rivers’ family decided against camping because of what the other family told them.  

The cougar was described as small and haggard looking.  It was not located.
2012-4-23:  Thwart.  BC—Revelstoke.  Bruno Long was working on a mountain bike trail.  He looked up from his digging and saw he was face-to-face with a cougar.  He picked up the pulaski he was using, grabbed his pack and tried to make himself look as big as possible, and started running backwards down the trail.  The cat followed him in a slinking posture.  He called a friend to let them know what was happening.  He lost sight of the animal and turned, sprinting the rest of the way to his truck.  In hindsight, Long wished he had had bear spray with him.
2012-6-17:  Possible Thwart.  WY—Sunlight Basin.  Ron Vining was hiking up Dead Indian Creek with his wife, daughter and son-in-law, and three grandchildren.  Payton Dempsey, 5, started climbing a boulder about the size of a minivan.  He saw a cougar come around the backside of the rock, ready to lunge at him.  He couldn’t get his revolver out of its holster because the tie would come loose, so he struck the cougar with his trekking poles.  It backed off when he hit it across the face.  This gave Vining time to loosen his pistol and fire.  He was sure he hit the cat.  Wyoming Game & Fish treed the wounded cat, which was about one year old.  Vining believed the cat was startled, not actually stalking them.
2012-7-01:  Injury.  CA—Nevada City, Yuba River.  An unidentified man, age 63, was camping by a tributary of the river, sleeping in the open in his sleeping bag.  Before daybreak, he awakened by a cougar pawing and biting at his head, face and torso.  He got out of his sleeping bag, and the man and cat faced off for 15 to 30 seconds.  Then it ran away.  The entire incident lasted about 2 minutes.  The man drove himself to a hospital in Grass Valley.  The scratches and puncture wounds were severe but not life-threatening.  Authorities could not track down the cat.  DNA analysis of saliva from the man’s shirt showed it was a female.
2012-8-01:  Possible Thwart.  MT—40 miles northeast of Missoula.  Wardens shot and killed a cougar that frightened a woman who was walking a dog outside a cabin.  This cougar may have been the same one that had stalked campers two weeks earlier near Harpers Lake.  That cougar came within 20 feet of a 4-year-old girl in the Harpers Lake Campground and refused to back off when adults tried to frighten it away.  The cougar was an extremely emaciated young male with its ribs showing.  Perhaps it approached people because it was starving.
2012-8-15:  Serious Injury.  BC—Vancouver Island, Sproat Lake.  Kaylum Doherty, 7, was headed down to a river with his father when he was attacked.  His father threw a rock at the cougar, an emaciated young male.  His girlfriend hit it with a frying pan, and it ran off into the brush.  The cat had sunk his teeth into Kaylum’s shoulder and torn off a small piece of his scalp.  He underwent surgery to repair his scalp and the puncture wounds on his shoulder and back.  He was expected to make a full recovery.  Kaylum’s advice to other kids who are attacked by a cougar, “Yell for help and call their parents!”
2012-8-25: Moderate – Slight Injury.  BC—West Kootenay.  Angie Prime, 35, was sitting on her sofa with her three dogs—2 Pomeranian-Chihuahua puppies and a Border Collie.  An emaciated cougar entered the house.  With just a few seconds to react, Prime did her best: "I just tried to block myself and raise my leg up and screamed like crazy," Prime told the Toronto Sun. "She got one paw on me and I got three punctures on my upper thigh from her claws," she said.   The Border Collie then chased the cougar out of the house.  Two days later the cougar was located, tracked by hounds and killed.  It was a very old female, around 9 years old--near the lifespan extent for a big cat in the wild. It was emaciated at around 50 pounds, well below the average female cat's weight of 120 pounds.
From Linda Lewis’ compilation.
2012-11-23: Moderate – Slight Injury.  TX—Big Bend National Park.  29-year old Andrea Pinero Cebrian informed the Brewster County Sheriff’s office that she had been attacked by a mountain lion and was bleeding from wounds to her head on the Mesa de Anguila Trail, located in the far western reaches of Big Bend National Park. She and her companions were exploring the Mesa de Anguila near Lajitas when she was attacked.  Park rangers, Terlingua medics and a BCSO deputy responded to her call. Cebrian was treated at the scene but declined transport to the nearest hospital (over 60 miles away in Alpine) as her injuries were not considered to be life threatening. After onsite treatment, a park spokesman said Cabrian and her party then were able to drive to the hospital in Alpine. 

Cebrian and two friends initially saw the mountain lion from a distance and tried to scare it off by throwing rocks. A short time later they encountered the lion again and tried to flee by running down a trail, he said. The lion was apparently young, and it was not clear if the lion attacked and caused the wound or if Cebrian was injured when she ran away from the lion.  From all accounts, the lion was young.

https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org/2012/11/updated-hiker-big-bend-national-park-attacked-mountain-lion10882

2012-12-20:  Thwart.  CO—Boulder.  A 30-year-old woman was hiking off trail toward Sunrise Amphitheatre about 10:00 am when they saw a young cougar about 3 feet away.  The woman approached the cat, making noise and raising her hands.  The cougar backed up but still followed her to the outhouse, where she and the dog took refuge.  It stayed outside for several minutes before it left.  Wildlife officials did not attempt to locate it because it was “curious,” not aggressive.  The woman did just what she should have done.
2012-12-22:  Incident.  CO—Cheyenne Mountain State Park.  A man was running on the Sundance Trail and encountered a mountain lion eating a deer carcass.  The main stood his ground, made noise, and then backed away.  Another runner, a woman named Lindsey Grewe, perhaps in her 30s, passed the same area, and the mountain lion started to chase her. Lindsey was able to escape by going off-trail and scrambling through brush, and was rescued by park rangers who heard her screams.  She had a sprained knee but not other injuries.
She was not aware of the lion until heard a branch snap next to the trail, and turned around thinking it was a deer--only to see the mountain lion standing just inches from her. She said she never intended to go off-trail, but was forced to after it lunged at her as she was trying to back away from the area. Before that, Lindsey says she was trying to make herself big and back away slowly on the trail. 

"For a couple of minutes I thought it was going to let me get away. Even though it got on the trail after it saw me, it just stood there, so I thought it was going to let me go. Then it crouched and started coming at me."

"The trail I was on is a loop, and by the time the rangers found me I was near the center of that loop. There were points while I was trying to escape that I really thought I might die. I was nowhere near where people would be, and the mountain lion was not giving up its pursuit. I was growing scared that no one would hear me screaming in time.

"I kept praying to God the entire time...I cried when the park rangers finally found me because I couldn't believe I was safe."

Park rangers told Lindsey that the mountain lion was likely trying to scare her away from the area rather than viewing her as prey, and that's why it didn't actually catch her. However, Lindsey says they were surprised it pursued her as far as it did. They were also surprised it made itself known to two people.

Wildlife officials attempted to kill the lion because the Sundance Trail is not a back country trail.  It is one of the closest trails to the visitor center, and the area the mountain lion was seen in is one frequently traveled by runners, bikers and even families with young children.   They wounded it, but it escaped.
Information is from KKTV.com, December 24, 2012.  The article is no longer online.
2013-5-09:  Incident.  CA—Crescent Beach, Redwood National and State Parks.  An off-duty Park Ranger was fishing on the beach accompanied by his dog.  He saw a cougar chasing the dog.  He yelled at the cougar as it approached him.  It attacked him, and he struck it with his fishing pole and kicked it several times.  It swiped at him at least once, tearing his jeans but not injuring him.  It eventually ran off.  Rangers were notified.  The cougar was found hiding in driftwood near the scene of the attack and killed.  It was a subadult.
2013-5-23:  Thwart.  AB—Banff National Park.  An unnamed man was listening to music through earbuds when a cougar hit him from behind.  He was carrying his skateboard and hit the cougar with it.  The cougar was stunned, and the man was able to get away. Officials could not locate the cougar.
2013-5-30:  Thwart.  MT—Red Lodge. A woman was walking her small dog near her home along the West Fork of Rock Creek when a 7-foot-long cougar tried to attack her.  An agent from USDA Wildlife Services trapped and euthanized the cat—a thin adult female in poor shape.  It had a foot-long gash on one from leg.  Apparently it had not eaten for some time and was unable to hunt because of its injuries.

2013-7-31:  Incident.  BC—Teapot Hill, Cultus Lake.  Gemma Summers was walking with her English Springer Spaniel.  They were most of the way up the hill when she heard a large animal in the bush.  As she turned to go back down the mountain, she came face-to-face with a cougar.  "I made as much noise as I could and I was yelling and the cougar kind of cocked its head a little bit and moved towards the bush," she said. "I thought I scared it off so I went to turn and run down the hill and as I turned it leapt at me. It was a foot over from me and it was swatting at me and my dog."  She put some distance between her and the cat.  When it turned its head, Gemma bolted down the hill.  She could hear the cougar running alongside her and the dog in the bush.  About halfway down the trail, the cougar gave up the chase.  Eventually she came upon two other hikers, who called the police. The next day, the cougar boldly approached other hikers, and confronted a pair of hikers the day after that.  It was killed by conservation officers.
2013-late July or early August:  Incident.  MT—Hogback Ridge Trail in the western part of the state.  Katy Branson, 26, was hiking by herself.  She carried bear spray tucked into an outer pocket of her pack for easy access, and when she entered a forested area, yelled and clapped her hands.  A cougar stood up 25 feet away and took a step toward her.  She grabbed her bear spray, faced the lion, and let out a “giant roar.”  The cougar stopped about 10 yards from her.  The cat and the woman stared at each other for a while.  The lion flinched, so Katy spread her arms wide and roared again.  The lion turned and ran away.  Katy ran too, as fast as she could in the opposite direction down a steep rocky trail to a cabin.  Cat and Katy both survived unharmed.
Source:  http://www.memphisflyer.com/CityBeatBlog/archives/2013/08/15/facing-down-a-mountain-lion
2013-8-14:  Incident.  AZ—Catalina State Park.  Nick Nasca, 18, was hiking with a friend.  As they approached Romero Pools, they saw a cougar watching them from about 25 feet away.  They photographed the cat and then started to back up and walk away.  The cougar moved closer to them.  They ran, and Nasca fell and was injured.  Wildlife officials did not consider the incident an attack, and had no immediate plans to remove the cougar.
2013-9-08:  Serious Injury.  BC—Vancouver Island, Flores.  Sandy, age 60, was watering flowers at their homestead near the wilderness cabin she shared with her partner, Rick.  She encountered the cougar she’d seen three times before over the summer.  The first time, she drove him away when she fired a bear banger; the second time, a group of people showed up.  The third time she was alone.  The cougar was tense, with his ears back.  Then he started hissing and batting the air with his paws.  
The fourth time, Sandy was feeling uneasy and hooked a canister of bear spray on her belt before leaving the cabin.  Tracks showed that the cougar came out of the trees, followed her, and then lay in wait.  When she returned, it leaped on her and bit down on her skull.  She was knocked to the ground and could not find the bear spray, so she fought back, jamming her hand into its mouth.  The cougar crushed her fingers.  It clawed and bit at her head, ripping out chunks of scalp, and tore her left bicep partly off.  Then it started dragging her into the bush.  She dug her hands into the earth and then recovered from shock and screamed.  Rick heard the scream and ran to get a boar spear.  He drove it into the cougar’s shoulder, pulled it out, and the cougar was gone.  Later it was found dead—a healthy young male with only the remains of a squirrel in its stomach.
Sandy was left unable to use her right hand.  Her scalp was badly torn and her hair may not grow back.  She needed repeated skin grafts.  Neighbors collected money to pay for her medical expenses.  Rick and Sandy pleaded with the public not to hate cougars.

2013-10-16:  Incident.  BC—Vancouver Island, Port McNeill.  Carl McIntosh, an off-duty Mountie, was walking with his wife and two small Chinese crested dogs.  A cougar came out of the bush, got into a low crouch, and approached the party very quickly.  Its gaze was locked on the people, not the dogs.  When it came 12 feet, McIntosch fired off his canister of bear spray, but it didn’t stop the cat from trying to get in behind them.  His wife handed him a loaded bear banger, but that also failed to deter the cat.  Then a logging truck came by and frightened it off.  Conservation officers destroyed a cougar the next day, but were not certain if it was the individual that stalked the McIntoshs and their dogs.
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2014-8-04:  Thwart.  CO—Placerville.  40-year-old Kyra Kopenstonsky was hiking alone in Southwestern Colorado on Coltrains Trail near Down Valley Park in Placerville (16 miles northwest of Telluride).   She was stalked by a cougar for about 20 minutes.  Kopenstonsky told deputies that when she first saw the animal, she picked up a large branch and attempted to look big. That did not seem to faze the cat, so she said she did the next thing that came to her mind. "I don’t know why, I just started singing opera really loud," Later she told KUSA. "It kind of put its ears down and just kept looking at me, and it sort of backed away. Then, it came around the bushes and came towards me again and crouched about 10 feet away."
Although the singing did not completely deter the animal, it may have distracted it from directly attacking her. Koestonsky said that the cat alternated from grooming itself, pacing, and following her. At one point, the mountain lion was a mere eight feet away. "I would back up and it would creep forward, so I’d stop. Eventually, it sort of crouched down, like part way, so, I start backing up down the mountain, which was really steep." 

The hiker took advantage of lulls in the encounter to call her roommate, who in turn informed the San Miguel County Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff William Masters and six deputies responded to the emergency, but Kopestonsky emerged at the trailhead by herself. Deputies noted that the woman was shaken, but uninjured. She speculated that the predator eventually left her alone because it lost interest. Masters said there have been dozens of mountain lion sightings over the years, "but this is only the second stalking incident reported."

2014-8-05:  Serious Injury.  AB—Nose Mountain area S of Grand Prairie.  A woman fisheries biologist with Alberta's provincial Environment and Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD) was conducting research with six other environmental workers when she was attacked by a cougar.  Her co-workers administered first aid until she could be transported to The Queen Elizabeth II Hospital in Grande Prairie by STARS air ambulance.   Apparently the injuries sustained by the victim were serious.   The woman’s name was not released.  Four Fish & Wildlife officers were tracking the cougar with hounds and planned to kill it if they found it.  
http://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/biologist-in-hospital-after-cougar-attack-near-grande-prairie-1.1949117
2014-8-24:  Moderate Injury.  Alberta—Waterton Lakes National Park.  17-year-old Mykaela Belter was hiking on a well-used trail with her family when a cougar stuck its head out of the bushes and grabbed her lower back and side.  Her sister grabbed Mykaela and pulled her back, and her father yelled at it.  The cougar looked as if it might pounce again, but approached by a crowd of hikers, it decided to leave.  Mykaela had fairly minor injuries from the cat's claws. She was examined and treated at a hospital where she received four stitches to close one of the scratch wounds. The scratches and bruises were along her thigh and lower back.  Park officials killed the 90-female as it was stalking another group of hikers.   It appeared to be healthy and well fed.
http://www.calgarysun.com/2014/08/26/alberta-teen-saved-from-cougar-attack-by-sister
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/cougar-destroyed-in-waterton-lakes-national-park-after-attack-on-teenage-girl
2015-1-30: Serious Injury.  Alberta-55 miles south of Grande Prairie.  A crew of pipeline workers in a forested area were stalked and attacked by a mountain lion, inflicting serious but non-life threatening injuries on two men. Stephen Campbell, 31, one of the victims, told Global News that it was the most terrifying experience of his life.

“I felt a weight on my back and I thought, initially, one of the boys was coming around to horse around,” Campbell said. “Then I felt the cougar bite into my skull and sink its claws into the sides of my face.”

Campbell credited the three other men on the pipeline crew for coming to his rescue, using bare fists and skid hooks in an attempt to get the 80-pound cat off of him. The animal’s initial attack nearly ended the pipeline worker’s life in an instant—a slash of the cat’s claws caught Campbell just above his throat on his chin. Subsequent biting nearly took his ear off and left multiple laceration marks on his face. Campbell was eventually able to throw the cougar to the ground, which gave the men enough time to lock themselves within the safety of their truck. When one of the men left the safety of the car to check if the animal had left, the mountain lion pounced on him and bit the man in the shoulder.

The crew then had no choice but to wait it out inside the truck. At one point, the cat even crawled underneath the vehicle’s trailer, where it stayed until the Royal Canadian Mounted Police arrived and euthanized the animal. Alberta Fish and Wildlife stated that it is currently investigating the incident, but can give no clues as to why the cougar decided to attack the pipeline crew. Wildlife experts say mountain lion attacks are rare, but not unheard of. The fact that this animal decided to attack not just one person, but several, is also troubling.

“It was stalking us,” Campbell confirmed in an interview.

The pipeline worker said that he might have been targeted because he was the smallest person on the crew. Campbell added that he has had trouble sleeping since the encounter, and will have to undergo reconstructive surgery on his ear.
http://www.outdoorhub.com/news/2015/02/03/mountain-lion-attacks-canadian-pipeline-crew-fought-bare-fists/
2015-9-21: Slight Injury. CO--Flat Tops near Deep Creek.  A fly fisherman was along the creek fishing, and the lion jumped on him. … He felt a sharp pain in his back, turned around, and it was a lion.”

He said the cougar quickly backed away from the man, and only its tail was seen as it ran off. CPW officers later found the animal a couple hundred yards from the attack and put it down.

“He said it almost knocked him into the creek,” Will said. “I think the lion looked at him and figured out that it wasn’t his natural prey.”  
http://www.aspendailynews.com/section/home/169712
2015-9-21: Slight Injury.  BC-Vancouver Island, Tahsis.   Bree Nielsen, 2, was with her parents in the backyard of their home when a young cougar snuck up behind her and attacked.  Her parents initially thought the animal was a dog, before they realized it was a cougar.

"I immediately reacted. I punched the cougar and then I kind of shielded my daughter behind me when he let her go," said her father Travis Nielsen.  He was able to scare the cougar into a nearby tree, where conservation officers confronted it.  Fortunately Bree only suffered minor superficial wounds behind her ear and on her chest and back, but was otherwise unharmed.

"It wasn’t a huge animal, but it was bigger than my daughter, that’s for sure," said Nielsen. "It could’ve been a lot worse."

The family immediately contacted conservation officers who arrived on scene and killed the juvenile cougar.  Conservation officers believe the young animal likely didn't know how to behave around people and hadn’t yet developed its ability to hunt.

http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/i-immediately-reacted-dad-rescues-2-year-old-from-cougar-attack-1.2574878
http://www.timescolonist.com/dad-punches-cougar-to-save-daughter-it-was-biting-on-her-head-1.2065213
2016-6-15: Moderate – Slight Injury.  CO-Woody Creek near Aspen.  Woody Creek.  Yuri Loboda, a 5-year-old boy, and his older brother were playing outside.  Alerted by his brother, his mother, Anastasia Yukhtenko, found mountain lion crouched over her younger son, who was struggling to get free. "The boy was completely under the cat yanked away one of the cat’s paws and pried its jaws open from Yuri’s head.  His father, Val Loboda, drove his son to a hospital in Aspen.  From there, he was transferred to a hospital in Denver.  Yuri had deep but not life-threatening cuts to his head, face.

After the attack, wildlife officials killed two mountain lions in the area that were 7 to 9 months old, saying both were young animals that may have suffered the early loss of an adult cat that could have taught them to avoid humans.  Colorado Parks and Wildlife officials said results from a necropsy and DNA tests confirmed that one of the mountain lions killed was involved in the attack.  The young lions, weighing about 40 lbs., were in good health.
http://www.kake.com/story/32252214/colorado-woman-pries-open-mountain-lions-jaws-to-rescue-son
http://www.ctpost.com/news/us/article/911-Son-attacked-by-mountain-lion-dad-tells-ER-8319156.php
http://www.kansas.com/news/nation-world/article84871477.html
http://aspenpublicradio.org/post/parks-and-wildlife-experts-confirm-mountain-lion-involved-attack#stream/0
2016-8-12: Slight Injury.  ID-Green Canyon Hot Springs east of Rexburg.  A family camping saved their four-year-old daughter from being dragged away from their campfire by a mountain lion.  The family had seen the lion in the vicinity earlier in the day, which in itself is highly unusual. When the cat appeared later in the evening and attempted to snatch the child, the family began yelling at the cougar and it dropped the girl, Kelsi Sevy, and fled. According to the family, the child was physically unharmed, except for a few scratches.

After the incident, the family packed up and took the child to the Eastern Idaho Medical Center in Idaho Falls to be checked over. Idaho Fish & Game Senior Conservation Officer Andrew Sorensen enlisted the aid of local hound hunter Mike Pimentel to immediately attempt to track the lion. At 2:00 AM on the morning of the thirteenth, a young female lion was treed by the hounds a few hundred yards from the camp. The cat was dispatched by deputies from the Madison County Sheriff’s office. Other campers in the area were notified of the ongoing situation.
https://idfg.idaho.gov/press/family-saves-young-girl-mountain-lion-attack
http://www.kansascity.com/news/nation-world/national/article95718272.html
2016-8-early: Moderate–Slight Injury.  BC-Vancouver Island, NE portion.  An unnamed man was jogging in the morning along a logging road.  He encountered a cougar, which followed him for a short time and then attacked him.  The cougar weighed an estimated 100 lbs., probably a young animal.  The jogger was a big man and fought it off with his hands and a rock he picked up.   The man was treated for bite and claw wounds and released from hospital in Port Hardy.  He didn’t report the attack to conservation services for at least a day and by the time officers and a tracking dog arrived in the area, it had rained and the cougar’s scent was gone.

http://globalnews.ca/news/2878514/cougar-attacks-jogger-on-vancouver-island/
2017-2-14: Slight Injury.  BC-Near Salmo.  An emaciated cougar trying to enter a home through a window attacked and injured a conservation officer.  The officer is based in Castlegar and first responded to a call of a pickup truck that hit an adult cougar near the Village of Salmo shortly before 8 p.m. Tuesday. The cougar was severely injured and the officer had to euthanize the animal before receiving calls of another cougar trying to enter a home 10 kilometres away.  While investigating the incident at the home, the officer was attacked by the emaciated juvenile cougar without provocation and had to kill it to stop the attack.

http://rdnewsnow.com/article/527041/bc-conservation-officer-attacked-injured-cougar-west-kootney-region
2017-5-26: Slight Injury.  MT-Near Boundary Mountain north of Libby.  Wardens received a report that a man sustained minor injuries from an encounter with a mountain lion.  The man told investigators he was trying to drag out a log he had cut for firewood when he was hit by the mountain lion and knocked into a tree. His report goes on to say that he swung back at the animal and hit it before running to his truck. He told FWP wardens that he scared the lion off with his truck after the animal approached him a second time.  Wardens say the man received superficial scratches to the side of his face and stomach. He reportedly did not seek medical attention.  The incident prompted FWP to bring hounds to track the mountain lion. Those efforts were called off when they were unable to find the mountain lion after several hours of tracking.  
http://www.kpax.com/story/35541569/man-escapes-mountain-lion-encounter-near-libby-with-minor-injuries
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